LIFE  AND LETTERS  OF  H.   TAINE
the best, and unconscious that he is shocking others. For instance, this time, he had conceived a certain ideal of friendship, and, seeing that you did not respond to it and that you offered him a medium sort of friendship, he thought that you offered him nothing at all. Everything or nothing, that is his motto ; further, as he understands no other sort of conversation but serious, active talk, he could not bear your laziness and thought that you did not want to talk to him. It all comes from an excessive and absolute nature. Forgive him, for he is made that way, and cannot help himself. Really, you know, he is fond of you and esteems you highly. He has spoken to me of this affair, and, if his letter is irritating, it is quite involuntarily so. Do not answer harshly; when the heat of his excitement has cooled down he will understand that we cannot model our friends after our fancy, and that we must accept them as they are. He will have me to philosophize with and you to converse with; I am quite sure that he is much attached to you.
Now for us two. I must often have deserved the reproaches you address to him. I, too, hammer away ai my ideas ; do you remember my philosophical preaching of last winter ?
Poor old fellow, you were very patient with me ! Wha1 would you have ? Man is so made that he attempts tc impose on every one his own way of thinking and mod* of living. Besides, I have a particular excuse, which is th< absolute persuasion in which I was then and am still, thai my ideas are true, and that my system of conduct is thi only one a man should follow. ... I was like an arden neophyte, a sort of Polyeucte, urging you to conversior
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